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PART V SR
" Crops _ e
Major Crops ' - SO Py _:'lif

o Wheat is the most important crop produced in Klickitat Counvy,  Turing
1958 about 56,500 acres of wheat were harvested, This represented slightly
gver two.fifths of the harvested cropland in that year, Alfalfa cut for hay
1s the -second major crop, Klickitat County farmers harvested Li7,L00 acres of
. alfalfa hay in 1955 which means that. one out of every three harvested acre in
the gounty produced alfalfa hay, During recent years barley has become the
third ranking crop being harvested from over 13,0Q0- acres in 1958, These three

mgjor crops account for almost 90 percent of Klickitat County's harvested

. eropland, Other crops of mgjor importance are clover-timothy hay, wild hay,
oats and small grains cut for hay. Tree fruits occupied 1,200 acres in 195L,
while commercial vegetables were harvested from 350 acres, . .

Total Acres of Land Harvesteéd, 195
‘ 126,412 Acres '

S

\
SIabd _ Smll graing
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" Figure 1Ik¥“Pef¢ént of.To%éi.Croﬁlénd iﬁ'Leading.Crops
G Klickitat County, 195L .
(Based on-U,S, Census of Agriculture, 1954)
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Crop Treunds

A major trend in Kiickitat County agriculture since 1939 has been the exw
pansion of harvested cropland, Total harvested acreage in the county increased
steadily from 87,800 acres in 1939 to over 126,000 acres in 1954, This exw
pansion came mainly in wheat and alfalfa, Wheat acreage increassd from 46,500
acres in 1939 to 76,L00 acres by 1953. The Federal wheat acreage allotment
.program led to a decline of about . one~third in wheat acreage after 1953. Bee
tween 1939 and 195k alfalfa increased. from 20,700 acres to-h5,300 acres. :
"Barley expanded in the early 19L0's and was then reduced to a-low of 1,600

‘acres in 1952, Three. years later barie -acreage was.over ten times larger as
. wheat lands were diverted. to barley.under the acreage allotment progrem.  Oats
~ and rye increased as well:as barley for'the same reasons Although grains
- .trended sharply upward in recent.years, ‘sofie crops have declined in importance,

0 SmalY grains cut-for hay dropped-from 9,000 acres in 194l to 2,600 in 195k,

- Fruit-farming has -hecome less widesprezd.as the fruit orchards dsclined from
1,900 acres to 1,200.acres between 1939 amd.195h, These trends reflect ecow
- ‘nomic’ changes within the reglon and in the general.market for farm products,

Wheat Farming

Wheat was the first major pioneer crop in Klickitat County and has con-
tinved as the most important. Nearly all wheat in the county is produced on
drylands using the summer fallow system, Moisture is conserved in the topsoil
by summer fallowing to prevent evaporation of winter precipitation, After
eing fallow for one crop season, ‘topssil sccumulates sufficiert moisture for
& crop of wheat, Because of the moisture situation and bebter yields winter
wheat (sown in the fall) is-preferred over spring wheat,

Table 15, Varieties of Wheat Grown
. 4An'Klickitat County, 1958 -

.7 Classes ‘and Varietfes .. | Production | Percent or
: of Wheat .7 . ! (Bughels) Total Crop
ELMBY otmdoe s e e b 719,500 47,7
OMAY w1 265,300 | 1706
Elgineemcmcsenn- ————— 1hy000 1. 9,5
Golden-L0 Foldwammemimsmnan | 1405000 © 9.5
Columbigmmmmmmmmmmaanmmsann {71,500 bo7
Federation=e---==-Zaceman . ' 7,100} © 3.1
Marfedmem-mmmmmmemeimados [0 10,0001 . 2.6
ReX~mrwmmmen e 32,000 2.1
OFf@demmicmmmmm s e em e 17,600 102
Triumphew----~ Smemmcs e - 8,900 o6
. Redit“--"fF-"‘f;f --------- 3,300 2
Eard-Red Winter Wheats - _ : o
TUrkeymemm=mmmmmmoennicnows | 10,000 o
Total all classes and varieties | 1,509,100

¢
b

Soutosi US.Dihu, NS, Agric, Botimates Division
D v StAte, OF Washington |
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Table 150- Wheat and Barley: Acreage, Yield and Production
: Klickltat Ccunmy, 1939-1950 a .

State of Washington

ALY et ] " Bariey T
» Yield ¥ Tield -
Year | Adreage Production | Acreage e Production
| y | (bushels {bushels- '
acres b
( ) per acre) (bushels) (acres) per acre) (bushels).,
1939 | 46,500 | 17,k 810,000 { 2,080 | 20,5 k2,600
© 1940 50,000 | 17.5 874,000 | L,300 | 21,0 90,300
1941 hb,ooo 25,2 1,159,200 h,200" 28,0 117, 2600
19h2 | 45,000 | 22,0 990,000 | 8,L00 32,0 268 800 -
19h3) Bh,h001 20,8 1,130,000 | 6,200 30,0 . 185,090
19bh | L7,h00 | 22,7 1,074,300 | 4,500 | 27,0 121,500 -
1945 62 700 { 19.5 1,22h,ooo 3,000 | 28,0 , su,ooov
196 | 66, SU00 | 23,4 1,553,000 | 2,650 28,0 . Th3200
19&? 68 000 | 2L.6 1,673,400 | 2,350 22,0 . 51,700.
19481 74,000 | 27.0 1,995,000 | 2,8L0 26,5 | 75,300 .
1949 | 68,000 | 13,0 | 882,000 1,900 | 1h.0 26,600
1950 67,000 18,3 1,226 900 | 9,000 2500 225,000 '
1951 | 70,500 1{ 21,1 1, has,oon 2,700 27.0 72,900
1952 | 76,000 | 23,8 1,806 000 | 1,600 27.0 43,200 .
1953 | 76,400 | 26,2 2,001,800 | 2,050 32,0 - 65,600
195k | 57,300 | 27.2 1,556,700“ 13,700 27,0 370,200
19551 52,500 | 18,8 987,800 1 20,200 26.0 525,000
1956 5& 300 210k 1,161,000 | 18,100 29.0 525 800
Soul'ce H U S eD .A. LY AMS Agric ™ Estlmates DlV:LSlon
' Staua of Mashington
Table 17.~ Spring‘Wheat and Winter Wheat
- Klickitat County; 1939~l956
Spring Wheat ) Winter Wneat. .
=51 NEPE FL
Year | Acreage (bu:g;gs Production { Acreage |. ileld Production
(acres) © (bushels) | (acres) (bushels, (bushels)
per acre) per acre) | \DUSNeLS
1939 6,600 | 10,7 70,500 39,900 | 18,5 7395500
1940 10,000 10,0 100, 000 'ho:ooo 19.4 77hfooo
1oL 5,000} 26,8 '13&,200 11,000 | 25,0 © 1,025,000
}gyg;- 7,000 18,0 126,000 38,000 | 22.7 86,000
L’u)" : KJ, LUU 200’2 lLb?,@DO 31’ 300 2102 ' 663’ 000 ’
9Lt 8,200 19,6 160,400 | 39,200{ 23,3 913,700
9451 L,000 ! 16.0 64,000 |* 47,700 | 20,0 954,000
19L6 ;- 3,000 | 21,0 63,000 | 60,4001 23.5 -1,419,k00
147 I+ 3,800 18,0 68,400 6Ly, 200 25,0 1,605,000
1918 [. . 9,000 | 18,0 162,000 | 65,000 | 28,2 1,833,000
1949 | 12,000 | 10.5 126,000 56,000 { 13.5 756,000
1950 21,000 17,9 375,900 46,000 | 18,5 851 000
1951 | 23,000 | 15,0 -345,000 u7,500 24,0 1,140,000
1952 1 18,000 | 23.0 L1k, 000 58,000 | 24,0 1,392,000
%ggi‘ ig,ggg :2§°5 597,800 ”523000 2750 _ 1,hoh,aoo
-t 3
1955 | 312°200 1] 02 hgg’ggg %;‘E ”2.129. EZ“? 1’1};‘,:." 990
b LR AV dd gl AU{ 9 UV 21 3 V0V 43 _QEVYL,0LL
1956 12,500 | 26,0 325,000 hl,BOO 20,0 836,000
Source: U.S.D.A., AMS, Agric, Estimates vaision



Over 210 farms specialized 1n wheat in 195h. Mbst of the wheat is grown

: v eau al re generally large in order
16 make efficient use of machinery, Acreage increased from about 46,000 acres
in 1939 to over 76,000 in 195k, In 1954, the first year of operation of the
U, 'Se Department of Agnculture wheat acreage allotment p“ogram, acreage was

was recordsd in 1953. Variations in. climat:.c conditions in Horse Heaven Hills
and fertilization practices have resulted in yields ranging from a low of 13 °
bushels per acre in-19L9 to mearly 28 bushels per acre in 1958, Some extremely
dary. years have resulted in tﬁe abandonment of marginal wheat 1ands.

: Klickitat growers have experimented w1th many varieties af wheat in an

effort to ‘increase yield, During 1958 common white wheats accounted for two~
thirds .of the total" ‘crop, Elmar and Omar were first and second, respectlvely,
among - the wheat varieties grown in theé .county although Omar is a new variety,
Elgin and Golden were tied for thlrd with Columbia; another new variety, in
fifth plice. Most of the wheat. grown in white wheat with only a little being
hard=red winter wheat Markud ‘sh1fts in varieties grown have -characterized
recent- Jears, ‘ :

Barley, (ats and Rye

During recent years barlem ha& become the second ranking grain. crop. Be-
fore 195k barley acreage ranged. i‘rom a low of 1,600 acres in 1952 to.a high of
9,000 actes in 1950, With the begmnmg of tha Federal wheat acreage allotment

Table 18, Oats and Rye  “Aoreage, “Yield and Production
Klickitat Ccunty, 1939-1956 , -

' Oats _{ (323111) = Rye_(for g;;a;,n), o .

g T ie3d o teld -

_Year | Acreage" (bushels Production Acreage (bushels Production

" - (acr_es) per. acre) (bushels) (acres) per ndre) ‘(bushels)

1939(-1,200 | 34,0, |. ho,aoou . 320 9. | 3,000 -
1940 _1,h9o 34,0 -f. 50,700 . 330 11,5 | 3,800
1941 1,160 | 41.0 | 47,600 [ 340 13.5 1 k4,600
19427 1,h50 | 36,0 « | 52,200:. )} 280" | 9.0 | - 2,520
19531.1,320 | 15,0 _-f59,hoo,e--'~130- 11,0 ] 1,430
9L 41,h30 51,0 . | 72,880 ﬂ1,>a7o 15,7 3'1 100
1945 | 1,h60 | 52,0 - |.775,920 . .-90 “1lel - 14300
1906 | 1hlo 50,5 | 72,7h0 J .60 | ak,7 |88
1907 | 1,330 L7.0 . |.. 62,500 % 70 | -11.0 770 .
19487 1,800 | UheO . | - 79,200 :-fi . 100 140 . 1,L00 ‘.
1949 {15230 40,0 ‘49,200 {5130 10,0 |  1,300°
19507} L5700 43.0 _;‘i73,1oo f.2%0. | .7.0 | 31,750
1951 1,800 | LL,0 © |- 779,200 -4 . 200 10,0 | .:2,000 "
1952f4=1,900 3705 .1 71,300 - 1o | 740 |- .- 980
1953 | 2y2h0 | . L1.0 é; 91,800 )l 200 146 1,510
195k | 2,700 | "36.0 . {~ 9%,200 ~l: oho | 18,0 - -h,320 - )
19551 2,000 | 395 . 79,000 4 280 8,9 |- 2,500 .
1956 1 2,700 19,0 -, 51,300 - 6&0 20,0 - 12,800 o

= ) Solu‘ce., .,S.D.A.., APB,»-—AgrlCd ES‘blmates Bivn. . T : T =
R SN State of Wash:.ngton '
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program in 195} a considerable amount of .wheat land wag diverted to barley and
over 20,000 acres of barley were grown by 1955 with 27,000 acres reported in
1957, Barley yields have varied from 1l tushels per acre in 1949 %o 32 bushels
per acre in 1953, About 200 farms now produce barley and pricr to 1954 barley
was grown principally for home feed use; ' ‘ ’ '

Oats are a popular feed grain, Acreage in oats fluctuated mostly between
1,200 and 1,500 acres per year prior to 1954, About one-half of the anmual
crop is used on the farms where'it was grown. Over 100 farms have been pPro--
ducing oats in recent years, Same wheat land in recent years has been diverted
to ocats and about 2,700 acres of cats were grown during 1956, Yields have
ranged from a high of 52 tushels per acre in 1945 to a low of 19 bushels per °
acre in 1956, _ ’ ' o _

* Rye 1s a minor grain crop in Klickitat County, Acreagé-devoted_to rye
averaged about 300 acres per year prior to 1943, Thereafter, about 200 acres
of rye were grown each year, Some farmers have experimented with rye on
diverted wheat lands and over 600 acres were grown in 1956, ' The average yield
of 20 bushels per acre in 1956 was the peak yield with the low being 7 bushels
per acre in 1950, - ‘ . '

Alfalfa, Other Hay Crops and Silage"gf"

Commercial hay production is an impértant part of Klickitat County agri-
culture and the Goldendale area is noted for high quality alfalfa which is
marketed widely over western Washington.  The county ranks fourth in state
alfalfa production, Total hay acreage has been over 50,000 acres since the
early 1940%.  The Census total of 55,000 acres in 1954 was the largest re-
ported to that date, Alfalfa is the leading hay crop and the second most im-
portant crop in the county. Alfalfa acreage increased from 20,700 aeres to
15,300 acres between 1939 and 1954, About 3,000 acres of alfalfa were irri-
. gated in 1954, .In 195k aboyt one-half of ,the crop was sold from the farms
where it was produced, ‘ . . o : - :

.. Unkil recent years the second major hay.crop was small grains cut for

- hay, Almost 9,000 acres of small grains were cut for hay in both 1939 and
194li, There was a rapid decline in the acreage grain hay after 1945 and only

2,600 acres were reported in 195k, . , o

. .Clover and timothy and wild hay are important in.the county. -The peak

. ‘acreage of clover-timothy was reached about 19L5 with. 3,900 acres reported
while in 195k about ‘3,500 acres were harvested, . Most of this total came from
irrigated Jands. Very 1iftle claver and timothy hay is produced for sale
which is tzue of all hay crops except alfalfs, Wild hay is produced on several
farms with slightly less than 3,000 acres cut -each year,

.. . .Duripng redéhtfxeafs,ﬁﬁafe,haélﬁeeé éﬁéhérpuincrease in the practice of
- making silage, Between.19L9 and 195k the number of farms making silage in-
creased from 2 to .9 with the acreage devoted.to production increasing from

29 to0 160 during the same period,
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Table 19~ Clover~Timothy Hay and Alfalfa Hay
Acreage, Yield and Productlon 3
Klickitat County, 1939~l955

Tlover and Timotny Hay - - . . Tifaiis Tay

Lﬁ'Vegetable

Yield Yield .
Year | Acreage Production Acreage { - ¢, . .| Production
|'B.GI!‘BS) _ (,t'ons N (tons) (acreg) ' (tons " (tons) .
o per acrej T . oY a¢re) ! . ‘
1939 2,900 | 1.6 - k700 | 21,000 . L9 18,900
. 1940.|- 2,600 1. 135700 | 24,3001 . leh - ] 33,100
19411 3;200 .5 4 1,800 26,600 1.2 31,900
19)42 33}400 leh L h’900 ) 303 900 1-:'4 !'}43;300
1943 | 3,600 1,1 4,000 34,400 1.1 37,800
194L | 3,900 .Y 5,600 )} 39,600 ) 35,600
1951 ke300 1.5 ~16;600 120,300 1.1 15;300
CA9h6 | L,000 |17 - | 6700 | heidioo | 1.2 51,000
- AGUT [+ 34900 -} g6 6,300 | 43,500 2.0 - Lk, 500
‘ xagl9h8 3,800 | .. 1,9 "fu?,loo_‘ 739,600 - 1.3 503 40O
S X9hgl 3,700 |- 1,6 ' 5,900 | h7,500 9 113,000
1950 3,900 1.8 7,000 42,700 1.1 147,000
1951 | 4,200 1.3 5,400 | L8,000] . 1,0.. 48,400
1952 { 3,900 2,9 7,700 . { 463300 L.17 51,000
19531 3,700 1.5 5,560 | k6,800 . 1,3 : 63.;900
. A95L} 3,500 | 1,8 -{ "6,300 | L6300] 3.2 56,500
5 A95 [ -3,700 | 1.2 'h,heo “boW7,ho0) .8 355900 -
“Source: U.S.D A«, AMS, Agrmc. Estimates Division. B

. State of Washington -

.

”“adac‘ ion of gﬁmﬁéfCIaL vegetan¢e5 is a minor enterprise in the lower

. -r.*'- - Pr
“ valley lands of southwestern Klickitat County. About 20 farms produced vege-
- tables for sale in 195k while 380 grew vegetables for home use, ..In 1954
_total of 330 acres of. commer01a1 vegetables were produced compared with ﬂSO

“gn-n as in 10):0

erd W WX l,_ d-/l-lu

oA variety of vegetable crops are produced in the -county tut tomatoss are

the most important. During 195k, 35 acres of tomatoes were grown and the

largest acreage recorded was 100 4n 1949, Bight t6 ten farms prﬁuﬁbeu tomatoes

commercially during the l9h0's, Klickitat County ranked third among Washington

“‘counties in tomato production -during 195& and 1955, Lettuce ie ancther im-

portant vegetable crop and during -vecent’-years 20 to 25 acres of lettuce. have

been produced sach year, Cabbage was more popular than lettuce until about

198k, Thirty seres “of cabbage were. produced.dn 195L, but only 10 in 1957,

Snap beans were the fourth major vegetable until 1955, Less than five acres
of snap baans per year have.been grown since - thén: Klickitat ranked third in

"tgma‘hn nrnduc’i‘1 on du'r--i na m'-nn vpnvn of 1OI(I. and 1000 . A’bcu“' 8 to 10 farn's

e LLOI QX u I QA -AJ 2w

' were grcwing tomatoes chmsrcially 4n the 19&0'3.. Salea ‘of vegetables totaled

“$187,000 tn 195k, "
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Table 20,~ Vegetable Crops: Tomatoes, Lettuce, .
Spap Beans and Cabbage, Klickitat County

Tomatoes Lettqgg;___Snap Beans |  Cabbags
Acres | Tons | Acres | Tons | Acres | Tons | Acres | Tons

19391 92 | k50 Mo | MNa | 28 1120 | 26 {130
9hh ) 39 160 MA | NMA | L8 200 | 16 75
1949 | 100 | 300 18 | 60 | 56 220 | L9 |25
1950 | NA | NA NAQ WA Ol MAOPMAf ONA A

1951 | Lo | 160 20 [ 50 { 30 {130 | Lo 220
1952 | - Lo | 1ko 25 | 90 | 4O {140 | 60 1} 300
19531 60 (180 | .25 j110 . 30 |120 | 50+ {250
195L 7 35 |110-4 20 | 70 | 25 [100 | 30 .|250
1955 | 50 | 250 25 |225 | .1/ 1/ -1 25 200
1956 | 70 (420 | -20 100 | I/ | T/ | 25 . t200
1957 | Lo | 180 15 19 | I/ .| I/ 10 | 8

NA ~ not available. 1/ Under 5 acres,

Sdurqég: .U,S, Censuses of Agriculture, -1939-1954
- U.S.D.A., AMS, Agric, Estimates, 1951-1957

"Year

Table 21,~ Gorn and Potatoes: Acreage, Yield and Production .
Klickitat County, 1939-1955

Corn ' i © - Potatoes

Year | Acreage (gﬁiiigs ProducﬁiOnEVAcreage %i:ig Production

(acres) per acre) | (bushels)! (ac:res),_;p»er acre) (tons)
1939 20 | 17,0 /o | 55 4.0 220
1940 10 bo.o 1 - koo " MA T ONA NA -
1541 10 11.0 ° | 110 NA Y NA -
1542 e - =~ .| . NA NA A
1943 20 12,0 2lo NA. NA NA.
19LL 20 29.0 -, 580 ghn 4ol - 180
19h5 20 32,0 - {  6ko NA Mo NA
1946 10 35,0 | 350 NA NA N
1947, 10 34,0 340 NA NA NA
19481 10 36,0 L. 360 MA. M NA
1949 10 18,0 . 180 21- L7 95 . .
1950 10 21,0 210 NA M NA
1951 10 20.0 | . 200 Lo 40 =160
1952 10. 26.0 260 - 25 49 125
1953 10 22,0 220 25, b8 | . 120
1954 10 1.0 1o 10 905 - 9%
1955 10 - 25,0 L - 250 _ 5 i 8.1 L5
NA =~ not available. .. R

.7 -Sources: U, S, Census of Agriculture
e U.S.D.A, AMS,~Agric, Estimates
Division, 1940~195%
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Tree Frults, Orapes and Nuts

Tree fruits are an important crop enterprise along the .Columbia River
shoreline and in the White Salmon and Klickitat Valleys,. Fruit sales returned
$926,000 to Klickitat County farmers in 195l which represented almost one-fifth
of the total income from crops,. Only 130 of the county's 1,200 scres of ore
chard land are under irrigation. Pears are the leading fruit crop and Klicke
itat is the third ranking pear producing county in Washington, The number of ;
bearing pear trees.in the county has remained fairly constant over the last
20 years with about 23,400 bearing péar trees reported in 195k, -

The secand ranking fruit orop is epples. In 1954 over '10,600 bearing i
trees were reported, Apple tree numbers hdve been declining since about 1920,
Between 1910 and 1920 interest in apple production was very high and over
236,000 bearing apple trees were reported in 1920, The decline during the
decads following 1920 was very: rapid and the reduction in treé numbers did not

really slow down until after 1950, "\ 7'

o

~ Peaches are another important fruit crop of the region, Bearing peach
trees totaled: 7,200 in 195k. .The number df bearing peach trees increased by
one~fifth between 1949 and 195k, Cherrdes.are the other major tree fruit CI'OPs
Almost 6,000 cherry trees were reported in 195L and production almost equaled .
that of peaches in 195k, R o

Apricots, prunes ahd plnﬁs.;fg minor, tree crops. These three fruits werse
reduced after 1920 and replaced ﬁith‘mdré‘ﬁ?ofitabléfbpegigs sich as pears.
Prunes and plums are of virtually no ¢ommefcial importance,

: ‘Tgble522:—:Eeafiﬁé?ﬁrdit Trees _ -
- Klickitat County, 18901954 o

Yoar - , _ Nunbers .of Bearing Trees ,
‘ Apples | Apricots | Chérries | Peaches | Pears | Prunes & Plums
1890 12,787  396. 69271 19,700 | 2,330| - 6,007 "
190¢ | 62,108 1,120, 2,552°] 17,541 b,785| 22,239
1910 . 50,548 1  L79 | hLy6LS+ |- 8,002 L,773 7,510
1920 - | 236,602 9,905 -1 5,052 [ X7,94L | 23,532 | 2,547
1930 - 89,506 | 1,849 -7 6,803 | 5,113 7,015 1.569
1950 39,3357 2,065 | 8,19k |° 6,878 25,19k 1,539
1950 13,0681 1,99k} 8,256 -1 6,134 | 20,529 232
1954 1/ | 10,619} 2,256 | &5,9017|-7,223 | 23,398 399

i/ 195& figufes aféiforitréés in'orchards of 20 trees or moTe,

Sources: Washington Tree Fruits, Washington Crop and
" * Livestogk Reporting Service, USDA and
- "‘I_aSh, St.a't'_e,M.D_th'kOi. Agric‘, .,coobera‘.bing, 1952 .
U, S5, Census of Agriculture, s

Thirty-four farms had .over-20-.grape vines each in 1954, Of a total of
12,000 vines only.L,000 were, of bearing -age, Production of grapes “otaled
29,000 pounds, Twenty-gseven. farms reported a total of 270 walmut trees in
1954 and about 3,000 pounds of walmuts were produced.,

n



